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The role of new media in politics is currently a highly debated topic, but research on new media is also valuable as a part of methodology ‘upgrade’ in political science and especially in securitization theory. Securitization means that a particular phenomenon is represented through a discursive process as bearing an existential threat to a referent object (Buzan et al. 1998, 23-24). The existential nature of the threat legitimizes the use of extraordinary measures to deal with it (Buzan, Waever 2003, 491). However, in order for the securitization process to take place it is necessary for the audience to accept the discursive representation of the threat. The ‘voice’ of the audience in the securitization process has been largely neglected (Ruzicka 2009, Balzacq and Leonard 2009, Salter 2008; Balzacq 2011, 8) and the acceptance of the threat articulation has so far been presumed based on the authority of the security speaker.
One of the ways to operationalize the role of the audience is to use commentaries in the blogosphere. As in securitization theory it is necessary to trace the re-articulation of particular discourses, blogosphere provides a perfect interactive environment for research and represents a way to observe reactions of people in their ‘habitat’ without the pressure of lab experiments or questionnaires (Harrison, List, Towe 2004; Levitt, List 2009). The paper is based on master thesis research and focuses on quantitative and qualitative analysis of the blog commentaries to entries in Russian-speaking segment of LiveJournal.com related to Manezhnaia riots in December 2010 and shows how analysis of blogosphere can complete the methodological gaps in securitization theory.  
