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Protests, elections and more: mapping the agenda and media roles of the Russian-language blogosphere.

Recent events, such as 2011-2012 political protests in Russia, May 15th Movement in Spain or, most notably, the “Arabic spring” have demonstrated that new, Internet and mobile phone based media may play a crucial role in the life of all types of societies.

The “big” goal of the long-term project partly presented here is to develop methods of analysis of “life” of social issues in such new media as blogs and social networks whose role is especially important in societies, like Russia, where regular media are effectively controlled by power elites. These methods are in turn to be used for detecting and forecasting social cleavages, tensions, and mobilization through investigation of agenda setting processes, communicative functions of user-generated content, structure of discussions and of information flow. In answering these questions a researcher faces the problem o “big data” – their on and analysis. In our research the first problem has been solved through developing a software that allows downloading and storing full-text posts, comments and metadata from LiveJournal, a blog platform housing most social and political discussions in the Russian-language blogosphere. Several datasets have been formed from it, each comprising data from top 2000 bloggers from different periods, including a “calm” period and two periods around parliamentary and presidential elections. Each dataset consists of 10E4 posts and 10E5 comments.

For topic structure investigation a number of cluster analysis algorithms and topic modeling approaches (particularly LDA) has been used. The results suggest that even in the top LJ users, many of whom are politically active personalities with thousands of subscribers, recreational and private life topics overweight social and political issues approx. as 2:1, both in the calm and the politically active periods. However, in December 2011 half of the political discussion is connected to elections or protest, while in August 2011 topics are more diverse. The detailed description of topic composition is the subject of this paper.

