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Journalistic cultures around the Baltic – in the eyes of journalism students

One important part of journalism education is socialization into the profession. Values and ethical standards are to be developed among the students, and also a perception of the role of journalism in society. This is done through literature and teachers (often with a background as journalists), but also through periods of internship in newsrooms. The students also carry the values of a younger generation, from a time often in many ways different from the kind of experiences that formed journalism education.
In this paper some results from a survey among students in journalism in five countries around the Baltic sea are presented (Sweden, Russia, Poland, Estonia and Finland). Some questions are: Who are the students, why journalism (or perhaps they have other plans?), what are the most important competences and personal character for a journalist, what is the role of journalism in todays society and how is journalism related to other parts of the media sphere like PR/communication and social media?
Also some results from interviews with teachers at the institutions are presented and analyzed in relation to the opinions among the students. Teachers and students have different views on the ongoing changes in the media system and the role of journalism in society. Professional identity and values are transformed everywhere. In the post-communistic countries the ideological shifts are especially dramatic. 
The results show both similarities and differences between the five countries. Some of the differences can be explained by education system, some by history and traditions. Some differences relate to the media systems, but there is also a strong similarity suggesting a convergence between role perceptions of journalism in different media systems in the coming generation.

