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Rapid development of new technologies and internet has led the public discourse moving to Internet. The Russian social networks and blogosphere became to serve as a central Discussion Core that contains the majority of political and public affairs discourse. According conclusions of Berkman Center Research this core is comprised mainly, though not exclusively, of blogs on the Live Journal platform.

Russian media were initially established by the power and for the power as a tool for information, manipulation and managing the public; thus the traditional restriction of press freedom in Russiahas significantly deep roots. Soviet media functioned as a propagandistic machine first of all. Collapse of Soviet Union has changed the old order, but factually media remained under the state supervision.

Modern Russian journalists point out both the strong political and commercial pressure in the Russian media sphere. According the last research conducted in 2012 more than 40% journalists in the survey confirm that the level of press freedom has declining in the last decade. At the same time, Russian journalists have much lower demands on freedom from the state and on freedom to criticize political power when their Swedish colleagues. The big difference is also in the duty of “investigating government claims”. The Russian journalists give it much lower significance when the Swedish ones.

It seems as some indication of contradiction between external dissatisfaction and internal passivity of Russian journalists, a criticism without readiness to big changes, as a familiar role in the already well-known game which finally suits everybody.

Election period inRussiais usually specified by the high grade of pressure on the media, probably making sharper the conflicts between professional and personal identities of journalists. So, their private blogs, being in the space relatively uncontrolled by the state, might be considered as a mirror, reflecting such conflict (if so).

This paper discuss how Russian journalists use their private blogs in Live Journal during election periods in Russia 2011 and 2012 and to what extend it might be an extra platform for professional communication?

